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I've been to plenty of ribbon-cuttings, but I've never seen a film-cutting until this morning. That's when the 
43,000 square foot Maine Studios filmmaking warehouse on Presumpscot Street was unveiled to a packed 
house. Here Governor John Baldacci and Mayor Jill Duson help Frank Nappi cut the film. Holding the other 
end of the film is John Seymore, Chief Operating Officer of Wasted Minds Media Group [1], which worked 
with the Nappi family to obtain a lease for the space. Next to him is Laurie Notch, President of Wasted Minds 
Media Group. 

The studio space will be available for lease by anyone in the film and media industry for everything from 
commercial shoots to feature films. At least one of the teams that participated in the recent 48 Hour Film Project 
shot some of their work here. 



 

Standing next to artist and Portland City Councilor Dave Marshall is Anthony Zeli, who is helping to organize 
the Maine Film Co-op. The co-op will manage the building and work with directors and production companies 
who want to use the space. Anthony says he wants to establish a Maine Film Fund to help support Maine-made 
films. Down the road, he hopes to start a film appreciation society. 

 

Filmmaker Norm Jewett was on hand and excited about this space. He's just wrapped up filming, in conjunction 
with Wasted Minds Media Group, of a TV program called "Go Take a Hike." Norm bills it as an outdoor 
adventure program for people with few wilderness skills. He's currently shopping it around to local stations. 



 

Laurie took a moment to pose for a photo with two women who will likely be returning to this cool new space 
to do some work. They are model/actress/author Elizabeth Hamilton-Guarino and Caron Bryan, the owner of 
Port City Models & Talent. 

 

A number of Maine's lawmakers attended the event to show their support for the state's creative economy. They 
included Rep. Jane E. Eberle, who represents parts of Cape Elizabeth and South Portland, and Sen. Justin 
Alfond, who lives on Munjoy Hill and represents District 8. 



 

And here's the full VIP contingent. I'm sure many at today's event are hoping these folks will support future 
legislative efforts to establish tax incentives for companies who bring their film projects to Maine. When I was 
talking with Laurie the other night, she told me that after such an effort died this spring, she lost $21 million in 
film contracts that were contingent on the establishment of such a program.  

Today's opening shows that filmmaking in Maine is a serious enterprise that has the potential to support a lot of 
Mainers and maybe even give Hollywood a run for its money. 

 

Should you be interested in renting space of taking a tour, call 207-809-0099. 
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